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Last November, Florence 
Copper Inc. was acquired 
by Taseko Mines, a mining 

company based in British 
Columbia. Taseko is focused on 
operating copper mines, and 
the Florence Copper Project 
was a welcome addition to 
its growing portfolio of viable 
projects.

Taseko’s most recent success 
story is the rejuvenation of the 
Gibraltar Mine near Williams 
Lake in BC’s central interior. 
The history of Gibraltar speaks 
volumes about how the 
natural resource sector has 
the potential to help sustain 
local economies. The Gibraltar 
Mine was slated for permanent 
closure back in 1999. Common 
wisdom held that after 26 years 
of operation, and after directly 
and indirectly sustaining the 
livelihood of thousands of 
people, the mine had reached 
the end of its useful life.

Taseko thought otherwise. 
The company saw opportunity 
where others didn’t. Taseko felt 
that with the right people and 

the right plan, Gibraltar could 
not only be saved, but could 
flourish again. And it did!

The company took over the 
Gibraltar Mine, reopened it 
in 2004, and then embarked 
on a $700 million multi-phase 
program, in which 700 people 
are now employed.

In 2014, Gibraltar was  
awarded the Mining and 
Sustainability Award by 
the Mining Association of 
British Columbia. And this 
past March, employees and 
management at the mine were 
recognized for a significant 
safety accomplishment by 
British Columbia’s Ministry of 
Energy and Mines. Employees 
worked for over 1.7 million 
hours with zero lost time 
accidents. The recognition is 
a testament to the company's 
operational excellence and its 
commitment to the health and 
safety of its employees, and 
to the communities in which it 
operates. 

Taseko’s management team 
saw similar opportunities at 
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Florence Copper. They knew 
that with the right people and 
the right plan, this project had 
the potential to be a world 
class copper recovery facility 
bringing long-lasting value 
to the community – all with  
minimal environmental impact. 

Florence Copper will infuse 
the economy with long-term, 
high-paying jobs, promote 
significant growth in local 
business, and supply the local 
government with revenues 
to support vital social 
programming.

Taseko will guide Florence 
Copper with the same principle 
in place at Gibraltar: a focus 
on operational excellence that 
holds the environment, health 
and safety as its top priorities.

Florence Copper and Taseko 
Mines make a great team. 
Everyone is excited to be a 
part of this opportunity for the 
community.

For more information 
on Taseko, please visit 
tasekomines.com.

Congratulations 
to Dinyella Alder 
of San Tan Valley for 

winning the “Test 
Your Skills” newsletter 

contest! Enjoy your 
gift certificate to 

Valentino’s Eatery in 
Florence!

http://www.florencecopper.com/s/Home.asp


Get the Facts

Our priority is to share the facts and benefits of the Florence 
Copper Project. In this summer newsletter, we are focusing on 
facts related to our commitment to water protection and usage. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for more #GettheFacts 

The natural geological 
conditions of the copper 
deposit ensures drinking 
water is not affected. 

Water quality and quantity 
are closely regulated 
by federal and state 
agencies to ensure that all 
groundwater is protected.

Previous in-situ copper 
production tests on 
site have shown no 
negative effects on local 
groundwater supplies.

The in-situ process uses 
minimal water.

THE FACTS  THE DETAILS 

The copper deposit and 
certain water aquifer zones 
are separated by a thick 
layer of naturally occurring 
clay known as an aquitard.  
This clay layer sits between 
the Lower Basin Fill Unit 
(LBFU) and the Upper Basin 
Fill Unit (UBFU) above the 
bedrock and is typically 20 to 
40 feet thick.  The aquitard 
has a very low permeability.  
Gravity and the clay layer 
prevent the upward flow of 
groundwater in the aquifer.

The Arizona Department 
of Environmental Quality 
(ADEQ) and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) oversee all 
project operations to protect 
drinking water supplies in 
the aquifer, public health, 
and the environment.

In order to receive and 
maintain the operating 
permits from these 
two agencies, Florence 
Copper must continually 
demonstrate that there 
will be no adverse effects 
on regional groundwater 
quality.

In the late 1990s, this same 
site underwent a successful 
90-day test phase under 
the supervision of ADEQ 
and EPA. For the past 16 
years, on-site water quality 
monitoring wells have 
collected data to make sure 
that the in-situ process was 
done safely and presents no 
threat to local drinking water 
supplies.

The in-situ recovery process 
uses significantly less water 
than what would be used 
by most types of farming or 
residential housing on the 
same area of land.  

The water used in the 
process comes from a 
bedrock layer found deep 
underground that is not used 
for any other purposes. In 
addition, the water used 
in the in-situ process is 
recycled and reused over 
and over again.

#GettheFacts on WATER



volleyball, tennis, basketball and softball during her high school years.

The winners from Poston Butte High School were Tiffany Tu and 
Mohammed Mohammed. Tiffany plans to attend Northern Arizona 
University and study Health Sciences. A straight “A” student, 
Tiffany also participated in track & field, Link Crew, and volunteer 
work, among other accomplishments at Poston Butte. Mohammed 
plans to attend Arizona State 
University and study Business. 
In addition to serving as student 
body president during his high 
school career, he was also active 
in the Future Business Leaders of 
America and basketball.

As part of the scholarship 
process, the students were 
asked to submit videos on “How 
Copper Plays a Role in Your 
Everyday Life.” The very creative 
winning videos are featured on 
the Florence Copper YouTube 
channel: www.youtube.com/florencecopper.  

We appreciate these talented kids who have worked so hard 
during their high school years in the Florence Unified School 
District. We wish them continued success!

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for more #GettheFacts 

Giving Back

Can you believe 
Florence Copper 
Creating Opportunities 
Scholarship Program 
was in its 5th year this 
past spring? Four local 
high school seniors 
from Florence High 
School and Poston 
Butte High School 
received scholarships 
to the college of their 
choice and were 
honored at their 
schools’ awards nights.  

Emily Gant and 
Cassandra Williams 
were the recipients 

from Florence High School. Emily plans to attend Grand Canyon 
University and study Nursing. She has been an active leader at 
her school, participating in the National Honor Society, Student 
Council and the Go Green Club, in addition to working part-time at 
McDonald's as a Crew Trainer. 

Cassandra plans to attend the South Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology and study Mining Engineering. She has excelled at 
her studies in high school and is also an athlete who has played 

Local
Events

Florence Chamber's 
CASINO NIGHT

We got our tickets, have you?
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
240 W. Hwy. #287, Florence
July 18, 2015, 6 pm - 11 pm

Call (520) 868-9433 to reserve 
your tickets.

Are you curious about Florence Copper 
and the in-situ copper recovery process?  
Join us on Thursdays at 10 AM at our 
Community Center for the Florence 
Copper Coffee Club. Enjoy a “cup 
of joe” and good conversation 
with staff members and 
other residents of Florence 
and greater Pinal County. 
Dodi Freeman, one of 
our community relations 
professionals on staff, comes 
from a family who has been 
in the Florence community for 
over five generations. Dodi is known 
for her stories about the evolution of 
Florence. We also have appearances from 

some of our project experts including 
environmental engineers, metallurgists, 
and hydrogeologists who are passionate 
about explaining how the rare geological 

conditions at Florence make the 
Florence Copper Project 
ideal for in-situ copper 
recovery – one of the most 

environmentally responsible 
ways to extract the mineral.

We hope you join us this 
Thursday or any Thursday! The 

Florence Copper Community 
Center is located at 130 N. Main 

Street in Florence. Get more details by 
calling (520) 868-8060.

Coffee 
&Copper

Emily Gant & Cassandra Williams each received $1,000 
from the Florence Copper Creating Opportunities 
Scholarship Program, pictured with Rebecca Rios, 
Florence Copper's Senior Government Affairs Advisor 

Florence Copper awarded scholarships to 
two students from Poston Butte: Tiffany 
Tu and Mohammed Mohammed

Join Dodi Freeman & other staff 
members at the Florence Copper 
Coffee Club on Thursdays

$4,000 
in Scholarships  

Given to 
Florence 
Unified 
Seniors



The Florence Copper Project
It’s about people and their future

COME FOR A 
SITE TOUR & LEARN MORE

call 520-374-3984 to book a tour

We Are Committed to 
Environmental Protection 
and Economic Opportunity
The Florence Copper Project offers the rare opportunity to have both

For questions or to schedule a tour, please contact: 
Community Center  130 N. Main Street, Florence, AZ 85132
Site Office  1575 W. Hunt Highway, Florence, AZ 85132  
Phone: (520) 374-3984   Email: info@florencecopper.com florencecopper.com

mailto:info%40florencecopper.com?subject=
http://www.florencecopper.com/s/Home.asp

